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narrow wooden chapel. So strong was the example set
that even after the departure of France from the
American scene other men with French names and of
French blood came from the country of Quebec and, in
their turn, were to be founders of cities, men like Jean
Baptiste Beaubien, the first white settler at Chicago,
or Vital Guerin, Pierre Meloche, or Prudent Beaudry,
pioneers of St. Paul, Cleveland, and Los Angeles.

Now that they were certain that the Mississippi
flowed into the Gulf of Mexico and that the search for
the passage to the Pacific must be directed elsewhere,
the French turned immediately to the exploration of
the lands that lay to the west, bej^ond the Great Lakes.
About the beginning of the eighteenth century they
had reached Lake Winnipeg. There was need of haste;
it was important to channel towards the French posts
the trade in beaver skins (whose source fled always
before the advance of civilization) and rival peoples
had plans for the exploration and development of the
West for their own profit. Some of these people believed
that the continents of America and Asia must be
joined by a bridge of land, and the Danish sailor,
Behring, was making plans for the exploration of the
Arctic, in the service of the Czar of Russia, Peter the
Great.

To the Canadian, Pierre Gaultier de Varennes, Sieur
de La Verendrye, and to his sons, goes the honour of
bringing to an end the purely French explorations of
American territory. It was their destiny, while search-
ing, sometimes to the south, sometimes to the north,
for a passage to the Pacific, to take possession of that
territory which years later was to become the granary
of the world. They were to build a belt of forts which